The prognostic value of micrometastases in pancreatic cancer.
Lymphatic dissemination is one of the most important metastatic routes for pancreatic cancer. According to previous reports, the presence of histologically positive nodal metastases is an important prognostic factor in patients with pancreatic cancer. However, outcome of patients, even those without nodal metastases, who underwent a histologically curative operation for pancreatic cancer is significantly worse than expected, indicating that the presence of immunohistochemically positive nodal micrometastases is an unfavorable prognostic factor in these patients.